54                 LIFE OF JOHNSON
A-visit W is  gone this day, for the first time, the  circuit Lichfield with the Judges.     Mr.  Richardson1 is dead of an apoplexy, and hia second daughter has married a merchant.
" My vanity, or my kindness, makes me flatter myself, that you would rather hear of me than of those whom I have mentioned; but of myself I have very little which I care to tell. Last winter I went down to my native town, where T. found the streets much narrower and shorter than I thought I had left them, inhabited by a new race of people, to whom I was very little known. My play-tellows were grown old, and forced me to suspect that I was no longer young. My only remaining friend has changed his principles, and waa become the tool of the predominant faction. My daughter-in-law, from whom I expected most, and whom 1 met with sincere benevolence, has lost the benuty and gaiety of youth, without having gained much of the wisdom of age. I wandered about for five daysj and took tha first convenient opportunity of returning to a place, where, if there is not much happiness, there is, at least, such a diversity of good and evil, that slight vexations do not fix upon the heart. " I think in a few weeks to try another excursion \ though to what end f Let me know, my Baretti, what haa been the result of your return to your own country: whether time hns made any alteration for the better, and whether, when the first raptures of salutation were over, you did not find your thoughts confessed their disappointment.
1 [Samuel Richardson, tho nnthour of Clartain, Sir Charles Grandlnon, &c, Ho died July 4, iy6j, tiffed 71, -M.]